
Speaker: ________________________ 

SPEECH CRITERIA  
WRITING Criteria  No Almost Yes 

1.   Content and Detail  
•   Does the speech include lots of focused, effective details to support the big ideas? Is the 

information accurate and well-researched?  
   

2.   Clarity of Ideas 
•   Does it make sense? Can you follow what the speaker is talking about?  

   

3.   Organization  
•   Is the speech well organized and focused on some big ideas or opinions? Does it sound like it 

is well-prepared and thought out?  
   

4.   Introduction   
•   Is the introduction effective? Does it grab the audience’s attention? Does the speaker 

introduce the main topic or problem? Does it use an effective strategy like using a story, 
humour, a question or a shocking statement to get the audience’s interest?   

   

5.   Conclusion  
•   Does the speech end effectively? Does it recap the main points and big ideas, or make some 

connection to the beginning? Does it give the audience something to think about after the 
speech is finished? (Poor conclusions end abruptly) Does it end with emphasis or something 
memorable? 

   

6.   Language 
•   Does the speech include powerful words? Did the author choose words appropriately? Does 

the choice of words and sentences create impact?  
   

	  
PRESENTATION Criteria  No Almost Yes 

7.   Voice and Expression  
•   Does the speaker speak clearly? Can you understand what he/she is saying? Does the 

speaker sound knowledgeable and confident? 
   

8.   Pace and Tempo  
•   Does the speaker change speeds for effect? Does the speaker pause occasionally?   

   

9.   Volume  
•   Can you hear the speaker? Does he/she change volume to add emphasis?  

   

10.   Body Language  
•   Does the speaker maintain eye-contact with the audience? Does the speaker use hand 

gestures or body language to keep the audience engaged? Does he/she stand up straight, 
smile and use expression?  

   

 
COMMENTS/FEEDBACK: How can it be improved?  


